A History of St. John the Baptist School

Our school's history is deeply intertwined with that of St. John the Baptist Church.

Early Years and Growth (1850-1906)

e 1850: The first St. John the Baptist Church and a small, wooden
schoolhouse were built on Sandridge Road. The school was led by
early schoolmasters, including Mr. Smith, Victor Irr, and Eugene Irr.

e 1862: The Sisters of St. Francis began teaching at the school,
necessitating the construction of a convent.

e 1876: The Sisters of St. Joseph took over teaching duties and resided
in the convent.

Original wooden

e 1882: A new, two-story wood-
frame school, large enough for up to
200 students, was built.

e 1906: Due to the school's growth,
a new, larger two-story convent was
built to house the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Original convent.

The rectory built by Father J.

Patar Thaie with Fathar Myvean’e

A New Vision and Building (1913-1958)

From a local newspaper, 1913

“Alden Center never saw a greater number of people in that place than on Sunday last, the occasion being the
laying of the cornerstone of the new school club house of St. John’s Church. There were many there from
Lancaster and there were still more from Buffalo including 500 members of the Buffalo Regiment, Knights of St.
John, in full dress uniforms of black and gold with their hats trimmed with red and white plumes acting as
honorary escort to Bishop Colton. The bishop and visiting priests arrayed in garments of rich coloring blended
beautifully under the rays of the gladdening sun. A parade of more than 1000 preceded the formal ceremony.
The Lancaster Maennerchor sang “IT IS THE LORD’S DAY”. Bishop Colton made an impressive address telling
of the great work being done in the diocese in the building of churches and schoolhouses.”

e 1914: Led by Father Robert Mockel, a new, fireproof brick
school was constructed across the street from the older building.
The original section is the dark brick structure with a hip roof that is
taller than the current front of the school. It featured 4 classrooms, a
large auditorium with a stage, and a basement with dining rooms and
even bowling alleys. The new building quickly became the parish
social center.
e 1953-1958: Sustained growth in enrollment led to significant
— expansion.
School built during Fr. Mockel’s o 1953: The auditorium was removed to make way for additional
R classrooms and lavatories.
o 1954: An auditorium/gymnasium was added to the west side of the building.
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o 1958: A large addition was built, including 8 new classrooms (for a total of 19) and a main office,
bringing the school to its current size.

The gymnasium/auditorium at the back of the school was built during Fr.

Trautman’s time.

Father Trautman’s addition to the front of
the school brought it to its present size.

Modernizing and Lay Leadership (Late 1980s—Present)

e Late 1980s: Principal Sr. Ellen McCarthy oversaw the creation of a library, a Science Lab, a new
playground, and the establishment of a Pre-K program. The Home School Association (HSA)
became a major fundraising force, resurrecting the parish's Lawn Fete.

e 1989: The Sisters of St. Joseph moved to their motherhouse, ending over 100 years of residence on
campus. Teaching positions were fully transitioned to lay people.

Mid-1990s: A School Board was formed to assist the principal with governance and budgeting.
2000: A major grant allowed for a new school fagade and energy-efficient windows, giving the building
a modern look.

The school reached its peak enroliment of 410 students in 1969. Through all the changes, St. John the Baptist
School has remained a pillar of faith and education for the community.

Principals of St. John the Baptist School A long line of dedicated religious and lay leaders have served the
school since its founding, including early schoolmasters, a long line of Sisters of St. Joseph, and lay leaders.
Key long-serving principals include Sister Perpetua Flurry (1953-1959), Sister Norine Kennefick (1966-1975),
Sister Ellen McCarthy (1978-1988), Mary Jane Liszewski (1988-2001), and Marilynn Camp (2002—-2017).



